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Abstract

This study sought to develop the concept of “systemic reading” as a critical-interpretive approach
that integrates the act of reading with the methodology of cultural criticism within a holistic framework. It
starts from the problematic relationship between the reader and the text, asserting that the meaning is not
derived solely from the surface structure, but rather emerges from the interaction of the underlying linguistic,
cultural, and psychological systems embedded in the text. The research adopted an interpretive methodology
inspired by hermeneutics, general systems theory, and the epistemological model of Mohammed Biftah,
benefiting from the cultural critique mechanisms of Abdullah al-Ghadhami. This framework supports the
analysis of how the mechanisms of similarity, difference, and repetition generate meaning, and how the
reader engages with them to reconfigure a dynamic network of signification. The study proposed that the
systemic reading does not merely explore the structure or the context in isolation, but rather fuses them into
a model that links the structural function of the text with the reader’s position within the semantic network,
under a system that reveals the text’s potential and its cultural effects. The research concluded that the
system is a dynamic interpretive order that reshapes meaning through intertwined processes of repetition,
difference, and interpretation, and that the systemic reading constitutes a cognitive practice that places the
text within the cultural structures and illuminates its problematic dimensions in light of the reader’s
awareness and contexts.
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