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Abstract

The study aimed to analyze the colonial political instrumentalization of the Israeli practices of death
engineering and corpse management through examining visual content and personal testimonies that
document the acts of dehumanization, bodily fragmentation, corpse mutilation, looting, vaporization,
piling, random burial, placement in mass graves, and other violations. The paper first defined the concept
of the "structure of lethality" in the context of colonial sovereignty over the body, followed by three
main interconnected sections. The first section addressed the pre-killing phase, where Israel prepared
the conditions for lethality through the policies of dehumanization and the destruction of life’s
prerequisites. The second section examined the killing phase by analyzing the practices that targeted the
body through strategies of obliteration and distortion, aiming to reproduce domination and disrupt the
"functional meaning"” of martyrdom. The third section focused on the post-killing phase, highlighting
Israel’s control over the body after death by dominating the structures of loss, mourning rituals, and the
spatial and temporal dimensions of death.
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