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Abstract

The study investigated the semantic meaning of the concept of fa 'wil (Interpretation) and the cognitive
structure of the concept within the intellectual context of the Muslim thought with particular attention
to the relevant developmental. The focus was on the Qur’anic interpretation as articulated by the Muslim
interpreters between the 1st and 7th Hijri Centuries. The study proceeded by examining the semantic
fields of the term as it appears in the Qur’anic text in seventeen occurrences, namely Verses: 7 of Al
‘Imran (twice), 59 of al-Nisa’, 53 of al-A‘raf (twice), 78 and 82 of al-Kahf, 35 of al-Isra’, 6, 21, 36, 37,
44, 45, 100, and 101 of Yiisuf, and 39 of Yiinus. The study adopted a genealogical methodology, which
used the semantic and cognitive frameworks.

Accordingly, the study was divided into three main sections: The first addressed the relationship between
ta 'wil and tafsir; the second traced of the concept of ta 'wil during the period covered by the study; the
final section examined the referential frameworks upon which Qur’anic interpreters relied in their
understanding of the semantic possibilities and interpretive horizons of the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: interpretation, interpreters, historical development.
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